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The Office of Capital Improvements was formed in
conjunction with the 2002 bond issue that resulted in the
district’s first newly constructed academic facility in 2004,
Linden STEM Elementary School.  Prior to this effort, the
district had not opened a new school in 28 years.  Part of
a multi-year facilities master plan (FMP) also adopted in
2002, the FMP has resulted in 46 newly constructed or
comprehensively renovated school facilities.  Those
facilities represent a total investment in excess of $500
million, incorporating more than 3.4 million square feet of
space that can house more than 24,000 students.

Since the completion of the last newly constructed
academic facility in January of 2017, the focus of the
department has shifted with a focus on priorities such as
the renovation of the Central Enrollment Center at the Fort
Hayes campus and the Moler Transportation Center to
support the district’s Transportation Department.  In
addition, academic focus has shifted to lifecycle renewals
and tackling deferred maintenance.  Recent projects
include upgrades such as: running track replacements,
roof replacements, fire alarm upgrades, heating ventilation
and air-conditioning (HVAC) system upgrades, lighting
enhancements, pavement improvements, and security
upgrades.  The district’s Operation: Fix It deferred
maintenance initiative, a $125M investment approved in
2016, has permitted the district to significantly reduce the
number of non-air-conditioned classrooms as a result of
this investment.  

By the time school starts in August of 2021, the district
will have added air-conditioning to approximately 750
classrooms as part of the Operation: Fix It initiative.
While all Operation: Fix It projects are already under
contract, thanks to the Elementary and Secondary
School Emergency Relief (ESSER) funding provided to
our school district as a result of the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act, the district
has been able to allocate additional funding for HVAC
upgrades at our remaining 16 academic facilities that
do not currently have central air-conditioning.  These
funds allow for repairing and improving school facilities
to reduce risk of virus transmission and exposure to
environmental health hazards, and to support student
health needs.  Upgrades are slated to occur over the
summer of 2022 and will result in new or renovated
HVAC systems that will improve ventilation capabilities,
add air-conditioning, and new electronic controls for the
systems.  By fall of 2022, for the first time in district
history, all classrooms at Columbus City Schools are
projected to have central air-conditioning!  

If you are interested in participating in available work
as part of the ESSER funded HVAC projects, you can
track all procurement opportunities on the district’s
website at: www.columbus.k12.oh.us/rfp 
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Finally, the Office of Capital Improvements is actively involved in the district’s Facility Master Planning (FMP)
process; a process and plan to reimagine all district facilities to support 21st century teaching and learning. 
 Community engagement began in April and is scheduled to wrap up at the end of calendar year 2021.  Finalization
of the plan and board approval of the FMP is scheduled to occur in spring of 2022.  While past meetings have
occurred virtually, future meetings after the summer break are tentatively planned to be in-person.  Keep up with
updates and get information on the FMP process at this link: www.ccsoh.us/fmp

Meet the team: 

Office of Capital Improvements:

 Division of Projects:

 Division of Planning:

 Interesting Facts:  Did you know that CCS academic facilities encompass nearly 8.3 million square feet? 

Food Service Production Center
Food Service Mission: Working together to provide meals that nourish and stimulate
the mind and body of every student to enhance learning in a global community.

The Office of Food Service serves nearly 60,000 meals daily at 109 separate
locations around the city of Columbus.  Food Services participates in the 
National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program.  For
more information about these federal programs, visit: fns.usda.gov

Food Service participates in a number of initiatives for the betterment of our 
students.  

Those initiatives include: Farm to School/Ohio Days, Cafeteria Composting, 
Lean and Green Menu Campaign, Go Lunch Summer Feeding, School 
Gardens, Camp Columbus Public Health, Classroom Taste Testing, Clean 
Label Menu Campaign and Production Center Experiential Learning Opportunity.

Food Service publishes a newsletter called “The Dish”

Student Menus are made available on the district's website.

Over the next 12 months, The Office of Food Service anticipates a number of
significant bid opportunities.  Those opportunities will include, produce, dairy, bakery,
equipment and general groceries and supplies.  

How to find an LEDE vendor
Visit ccsoh.us/vendors

Outreach Services
889 East 17th Avenue

Columbus, OH  43211

614-365-8732
Terri L. Wise - Coordinator
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